Best Driver News

Truckload
Carriers Association
Recognizes Tommy Dodd,
Truck Driver for Lisa
Motor Lines, as a
Highway Angel

T

he Truckload Carriers Association
(TCA) has recognized truck driver
Tommy Dodd as a Highway Angel for
providing aid to a teenage accident victim
despite freezing temperatures.
The incident took place at approximately midnight on December 16, 2008.
The weather was frigid, and there was a
lot of ice on the ground. Dodd was driving his truck eastbound on I-44 near Tulsa,
Oklahoma, when he saw a car strike a
guardrail and roll over. He immediately
stopped his rig and called 911.
Without even taking the time to put
on his coat, Dodd ran to the teenage
driver, who had been ejected from the
vehicle and indicated that he was having
trouble breathing.
Dodd kept the young man calm and
advised him not to move in case he had
injured his back or neck. “I’m here with
you and not going anywhere,” Dodd told
him. Together, they waited for paramedics
to arrive.
The boy asked Dodd to call his parents, and after reaching the father’s message machine, Dodd was able to contact
the teenager’s mother. He explained who
he was and what had happened, reassuring the frantic mother that her son did not
appear to have any life-threatening injuries. He described what the paramedics
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were doing and told her the name of the
hospital where they would soon be transporting her son. Dodd would later learn
that the mother was employed by another
trucking company and that both she and
her company president had both expressed their sincerest gratitude to Dodd’s
company and wanted to thank him profusely for what he did. Dodd’s company’s
safety department then nominated him as
a Highway Angel.
“The boy was wearing a black sweatshirt and dark jeans, and it was very hard
to see him in the night,” said Dodd. “No
one else stopped to help, so I’m glad I was
there. But I can tell you this: there was
no way I was going to leave him there by
himself in the cold. I have two kids of
my own and can only hope that someone else would help them if they were in
a similar accident.”
A driver for Lisa Motor Lines of Dallas, Texas, Dodd received a Highway Angel lapel pin, certificate, and patch for his
efforts. Lisa Motor Lines also received a
certificate acknowledging that one of its
drivers is a Highway Angel.
To learn more about the program or to
nominate a driver, go to www.truckload.
org/highwayangels. For additional information, contact TCA at (703) 838-1950 or
angel@truckload.org.
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